Richard Anthony Terrell
March 31, 1956 - June 21, 2020

Richard Anthony Terrell lovingly known to family as “Tony” and “Big T” to his friends, was
born on March 31, 1956 in Ypsilanti, MI. He was the sixth child of eight children born to
Samuel “Jack” and Bessie Mae (Naylor) Terrell.
Tony accepted Christ at an early age. His last church of fellowship was God’s City of
Refuge in Romulus, MI where Bishop Reginald Williams was both his Pastor and friend.
Tony maintained his faith throughout his life and though he’d had two physical strokes, his
family never heard him complain and fondly recalled him saying “God dinged me with the
stroke to save my life” and recently commenting on his stroke recovery he said “no, it
wasn’t luck, but I was blessed.”
While Tony never had biological children, his former wife credited him with helping her
raise her son and daughter. Tony also genuinely loved his nieces and nephews who were
always close to his heart.
“Big T” was a true Inkster High School Viking. He played on the IHS football team and was
a member of the 1974 graduating class. He was a true sportsman who loved football,
basketball, and baseball. Although he loved sports, unknown to many was his indulgence
in his favorite pastime - sitting in front of his big screen television watching reruns of the
Gilmore Girls.
Tony had a productive employment history having worked several years at Detroit Diesel
and Ford Motor Company. He retired from Werner Trucking as a long-distance trucker
after 20 years of service that afforded him opportunities to travel throughout the United
States.
Throughout life Tony always maintained a great sense of humor which endeared him to
many. One of his close friends fondly described him as “truly an opinionated man with a
huge heart.” Tony never met a stranger that he couldn’t engage in conversation.

Tony slipped away peacefully on Sunday, June 22, 2020 catching us all by surprise.
He was preceded in death by his parents Sam and Bessie Terrell, his brother Charles,
sister Jacqueline (Jackie), brother Robert (Bobby), and niece Nakia (Terrell) Jones. He
leaves to cherish his memory his siblings Patricia Johnston, Tanya Thomas, Tara Bradford
and Sharon Holmes; and his nieces and nephews and their children: Iman, Sam (Jaxon,
Austen, Landon); Nakia (Trey, Travis, Savannah, Sierra); Terah (Micah Faison); Annette
(Jason Blackwell) (Nyah, Prea, Amir, Sarah) and a host of loving relatives and friends.

Events
JUN
30

Family & Friends Visitation05:00PM - 07:00PM
Chapel of the Chimes Funeral Home-Westland
4670 S. Inkster Rd., Westland, MI, US, 48186

JUL
1

Family Hour

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Chapel of the Chimes Funeral Home-Westland
4670 S. Inkster Rd., Westland, MI, US, 48186

JUL
1

Celebration of Life

11:00AM

Chapel of the Chimes Funeral Home-Westland
4670 S. Inkster Rd., Westland, MI, US, 48186

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Chapel of the Chimes Funeral Home - Westland - July 01 at 10:31 AM

“

I will miss talking to and seeing Tony "Big T" when I visit Michigan. We shared a love
for sports and opinions on a lot of things. RIP
Dave D Thomas

Dave D Thomas - June 30 at 11:57 PM

“

Robert L. Byrd III lit a candle in memory of Richard Anthony Terrell

Robert L. Byrd III - June 30 at 10:03 PM

“

Condolences to Tanya, Tara, Sharon and the entire Terrell family. "Tony, Big T" or as I
called him during our lighter moments, "T-Tom Tony-Terrell" has been a BFF of mine
since we grew up as little boys on harrison and Walnut. We played sports in all the
surrounding fields and basketball on a dust court and telephone pole. We rode bikes
and as boys got into all kinds of mischief. He was a favorite of my mother and the
Byrd family and although as adults we lived far apart we remain close friends and in

contact with one another. Loved and trusted him like a younger but bigger brother he
was. This hits hard for me! Very blessed that God placed you as a close friend and
brother in my life's journey. RIHP my buddy!
Robert L. Byrd III and the entire Byrd Family
Robert L. Byrd III - June 30 at 10:02 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Richard Anthony Terrell.

June 30 at 01:58 PM

“

My sincerest condolences for your loss. The family of Elwinn Walker

Allison Walker - June 30 at 11:27 AM

“

Dear Terrell Family
I am so sorry to know of Tony's passing..He was a great student whose smile and
humor brightened many days at IHS. You have my deepest sympathy and prayers
Anita S. Cobb

Anita Cobb - June 29 at 02:12 PM

“

So sorry for your loss our family will never forget you Doris,Angela,Yolanda,Robin
Alsup your old neighbor on Kewadin ( Skeets family)

Doris Alsup - June 29 at 11:38 AM

“

Michele Dalton-Gallop lit a candle in memory of Richard Anthony Terrell

Michele Dalton-Gallop - June 28 at 11:18 AM

“

dyeneice B. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Richard Anthony Terrell.

dyeneice B. - June 26 at 01:46 PM

