Melvin Johnson
October 12, 1934 - June 3, 2017

Melvin L. Johnson, Sr. was born on October 12, 1934 in Belzoni, Mississippi to Lula Bell
and Edward Johnson who proceeded him in death. He was the oldest son of twelve
children Addye Smith (deceased), Dorothy Adams (deceased), Alice Truesdale
(deceased) Lorraine Johnson (deceased), Charles Johnson (deceased), George Johnson
(deceased), Delores Evans (Robert), James Bass (deceased), Bryant Bass (deceased),
Ronald Bass (deceased) and Sheila Bass-Robinson. The family moved to Inkster,
Michigan when Melvin was a toddler.
Melvin was always a very studious and ambitious young man. While still attending Inkster
High School he began his career working at General Motors Hydromatics Division.
Keeping ahead of his grades and working “that good GM job” he bought his first brand
new convertible automobile during his senior year of high school. He would always say
with a smile that there were only two new cars in the parking lot at the high school, his and
the principal. He graduated from Inkster High School in 1954. He continued his career at
General Motors for the next 30 years with increasing responsibilities and completing their
Electrical Engineering skills trades program as an electrician until his retirement.
Melvin married his high school sweetheart Florence Hendricks who proceeded him in
death. They were married from 1956 to 1982. From their union three children were born,
Melvin “Jay” Johnson Jr., Larry Johnson and Cheryl Johnson.
On August 23, 1989 Melvin married Venora E. Miller. Both having grown children they
were free to travel and see the world. They had such great fun traveling from Hawaii to
Florida, from Alaska to Mexico with many stops around the globe over the years.
Melvin loved the Lord and was baptized at an early age. He was a faithful member of the
Second Baptist Church (Cathedral of Faith) in Inkster, MI. He and wife Venora later joined
the New Hope Church in Wayne, MI until his illness no longer allowed him to attend. He
instilled Christian values into his family all of his life. His strong Christian faith and love of
God carried him through even until his last days.

With his warm smile and kind spirit he never met a stranger. He enjoyed life, people and
loved to make you laugh. It was often said that Melvin should have been a stand-up
comedian. To know him is to love him and you could tell that he loved you too. His
memory will live on forever in the lives of those he touched.
He leaves to celebrate his homegoing and cherished memories: his beloved wife Venora
E. Miller-Johnson; his beloved children Melvin “Jay” Johnson, Jr., Larry e. Johnson, Cheryl
J. Johnson; his beloved grandchildren Larry E. Johnson II (Sandy), Shantel Cook,
Christen Johnson (Joshua), Nicole Williams (Alton), Lauren Cordero (Carlos) and Jordan
Johnson; his beloved great-grandchildren Laila Williams, Jaxon Johnson, Olivia Grace
Johnson; beloved step-sons Herbert Jackson Hinkle and son Nathan Hinkle, Jackson
Herbert Hinkle & children Jacquelin Goodgame (Jonathan), Adrianna Hinkle and Jackson
Hinkle; two beloved sisters Delores Evans (Robert), Sheila Bass-Robinson and a host of
brother-in-law’s, sister-in-law’s, nieces, nephews and friends.

Events
JUN
9

Family Hour

10:00AM

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church of Wayne
33640 Michigan Ave, Wayne, MI, US

JUN
9

Celebration of Life

11:00AM

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church of Wayne
33640 Michigan Ave, Wayne, MI, US

Comments

“

Melvin, Larry, and Cheryl, Mrs. Johnson and family: so sorry to your loss! Praying for
yo u all that the Comforter will sustain during this time! Be blessed always! Dea.
Stanley and Sis. Parthenia Davis, Romulus Community Baptist Church.

Stanley O. Davis - June 10, 2017 at 10:11 PM

“

Thinking of you Cheryl and praying for the Johnson family today. May God's peace
give you strength and comfort. Cynthia Allison

Cynthia Allison - June 09, 2017 at 09:16 AM

